
Spiders' Charity Golf Classic 
History  

In the spring of 1977, a group of young men formed a softball team. They participated in local 
leagues, tournaments and traveled out of town to play in numerous softball tournaments and have 
a good time. Robert "Slim" Mount, owner of Spiders' Restaurant and Lounge befriended these 
young men and graciously provided them with financial support from 1977 to 1981. During this 
time a very special bond developed among these ball players. As the years passed, some of them 
went on to play with other teams, but within their hearts they all remained the Spiders' Softball 
Team. 

From 1981 to 1993, many of the members of the original Spiders' softball team became 
dedicated March of Dimes volunteers. They planned, organized and worked ten annual softball 
tournaments and three annual golf tournaments, that raised over $60,000 for the health of unborn 
babies.  

In 1997, this same group of "young" men decided to celebrate a reunion of the softball team by 
hosting a golf outing. In the beginning, it was simply four old friends getting together for a good 
time and celebrate Rusty Ramage ( coach, player and friend) 50th birthday. As they were 
planning Rusty's party, they learned that the son of a fellow ball player was stricken with Cystic 
Fibrosis and in need of financial assistance to defray huge medical expenses. Because this group 
was experienced in raising money to help others, the party quickly shifted to a fundraiser to help 
an old friend. Since 1997, the Spiders' Charity Golf Classic has raised over $420,000 for local 
families.  

In keeping with the tradition that exemplifies the special bond and friendship each player has for 
each other, there is only one trophy awarded at the tournament. This trophy was originally 
designed in honor of Steve McCullough one of the original Spiders' softball players killed in an 
automobile accident. Over the years we have added names of other friends and ball players we 
have lost; Slim Mount, Jack Iverson, Larry Gomilla, Gary Clay, Mike Jenner, Tim Pitalo, Russell 
Lanning, Joe Plummer and Mike Edwards.  

As tradition goes, the names of the winning teams are proudly added to the trophy. 

The annual Spiders' Charity Golf Classic provides funding and support to an  
annual recipient, Community Outreach Program, College Scholarship and the Gulf Coast 
Safety "Feed The Needy "  

Rusty Ramage  
2174 Collins Blvd.  

Gulfport, Ms. 39507 
Cell -228-236-5387  




















